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of which the fragment known as the Canon of Mura-
tori formed a part, and which was produced at Borne
about the year 180 A.D., shows us Borne already
defining the canon of Scripture, alleging the martyr-
dom of Peter as the foundation of Catholicity, repu-
diating Montanism and Gnosticism alike. Irenoeus
refutes all heresies by reference to the belief of this
Church, "the greatest, the oldest, the most illus-
trious, which possesses, in virtue of an unbroken
succession, the true tradition of the apostles Peter
and Paul, and to which, because of its Primacy, all
the rest of the Church ought to have recourse.3'1

A material cause greatly contributed to the pre-
eminence which all the churches recognized as
belonging to the Church of Eoinc. This Church
was extremely rich: its wealth, ably administered,
furnished funds to other churches, both for purposes
of charity and the propagation of the faith. Con-
fessors condemned to labour in the mines received
help from PbOiiie.2 There, in some sort, was the

1  Irenasus, iii. iii. 2.

2  Dionys. of Corinth, in Euseb. H.E. iv. xxiii. 9, 10.    Conf.
Dionys. of Alex, in Euseb. H. E. vii. v. 2.    Basil. Ep. 220,
and the reflection of Euseb. H. E. iv. xxiii. 9.